Assessment of adrenocortical function and autoantibodies in a baby born to a mother with autoimmune polyglandular syndrome Type 2.
We describe the case of a baby born to a mother with Addison's disease in the context of Autoimmune Polyendocrine Syndrome Type 2. Adrenal cortex autoantibodies and steroid 21-hydroxylase autoantibodies were detectable in the sera of both mother and baby, suggesting the transplacental passage of these autoantibodies. Adrenal autoantibodies were present in the baby's serum at delivery, at 3, 6 and till 34 months of age but no signs of clinical or subclinical adrenal insufficiency were found in the baby during the observation period. These data suggest that the presence of adrenal autoantibodies in serum alone is not a sufficient cause for the development of autoimmune adrenalitis.